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THE

ORIGIN OF MASONRY,

~ - To preclaim ‘and encourage virtue, in whatever form it
/—'_- raay appear, is. truly laudable, and will always meet with: -~
., - 1"e approbation of the good in this, and every other country..
‘ Cuch has been the endeavour of Free Masonry from the
earliest period to the present day.
When the wild savage leaped from his den, in ail the"
. ‘horrors of barbarian ferocity, and men knew no rights but
~ those of the strongest, Free Masonry, shackled, but not -
destroyed exerted itself in filial tenderness, paternal re-.. .
gard an adoration of the deity, and gratitude for benevolent .
actions. -
In the dark times of primeval history, when mad ambl‘t/:, A
- tion ‘rashly overrun the bounds of property, trod uncon-_' -
trolled the barren wilds of savage freedom, it was then that
" the originals of our present order framed the rude but glo-
_. rious silperstmegure of the moral world : and we plainly
“perceive that Masonry has in all ages béen instrumental in
. ameliorating the condition of the human race.
The disciples of Religion and Reason, have in all ages
.. gone  hand in hand: and we see the maral and divine
_precepts of the Scriptures have, from time immemorial,
-been introduced under the symbolic expressions of masonic -
o vk
A
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~ Free Masonry (or Firtue, its true name) ventured to
correct the ferocious manners of men, to tame their sﬁvag’e
' crueltyL convoke their synod, frame their'laws, gnd,. wu.b
- a sort of magic power, convert the lawless robber’ fnto the
_ peaceful citizen: it was the order of - Philanthropy, or, to
speak in rfbgzrzpllmt language, of Free Masonry. .

- The-gtitictures of humanity were often erased by the in-’
roads of barbarian fury, mutilated by the ignorants in an-
cient times often prostituted to the service of an écclesiastic
-eouncil ; where debate,_vrancour', and animosity, with daring
projects were too often seen through the gilded veil of cleri- =
“cal djgnity. The religious, it is well known, engrossed in "~ ...
the early ages of Christianity the whole stock of gemeral - -
'knowledge, together with Christian learning ; and whatever
mankind might bepossessed of, flowed through the channels.
of intolerant zeal and religious prejudice. The ignorance of
seme of the ancient transcribers has been already very judi
“ciously detected in a former masonic treatise,* and T fear
they have been less merciful, respecting the cardinal ex-
pression Philanthropy, erasing the first four letters, and
substituting Mis, exposed to the world that horrid collecuon

N .

of letters Misanthropy. . o

. From this mistake alone religious persecutlon raged, car- I 2
‘nage strewed the plains with the mangled bodies of our o
noble ancestors, laid waste the ripening fields of golden =
harvest, and devastation raged, untll the masonie spmt en- :

- lightened the reason.. PR

- From that period the clouds’of darkness'began to disap--

- pear. Virtue travelled westerly, and meeting with patrons,-
has now fixed her seat with imperial greatness in the Grand -
- and Subordinate Lodges of the United States of America, - - .-
It is a public misfortune, that the purity of manners of . i

? See annotations of Mr. Locke, under the name of Peter Gower, m
Preaton s Illustrations. of Masonry, page 136.
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* m sociéty, which exceeds every other, should not be mere
‘generally known among all ranks. The people have, too

-_Jong been ignorant of our masonic principles. Virtye, when
. hu_ﬁt’erd from her abode on the continent of Europe, seems

" . to have formed her .only phalanx in this Society, to wipe

* the tear from the eye of distress, to cheer the ‘heart of ihe"‘kl

-unfortunate, clothe the naked, feed the hungry, and prevent, ...
. by anticipation, the wants of the unformnate, has always
" been the practice of masons: : ~

We may equal, but cannot surpass such actions: it is o

not here they can be excelled ; and it is our fervent wish
~that peeple may no longer be ignorant of the true princi-

ples of our institution. Such a confession, indeed, reflects -

- on themselves as men: nor should they perplex the mirid -
-in the minute investigation of the secret signs, when they

* meflect that the base of this order is Charity, the figurative o

and typical emblems are illustrations of a nobler subject. .
Buildings, however strong or noble, will decay ; but Virtiie,
- immortal Virtue! takes its flight from these to the celestial
- abodes, and is at last received into the bosom of its God.
Far different from the designs of many meetings of the
_day, whose features are exgess, the Free Masons are a

standing exception, they revel in Charity and riot in no-l S

bleness of heart.

Free Masons are a public benefit to the world, umtmg in
the strongest ties people of all countries, and all. religious
créeds ; their language is as general as that of the eyes,

“and.in all parts. of the globe it is understood: By commu-_

nicative signs it has become peculiarly valuable, and Free

- Masons possess, what the learned have sought in vain, ap-:
invariable cypher for universal communication; thelrs is a
,nort of personal short hand. -

We now come to the operative part, called Masom'y, e

) whlch is -distinct from the social aim of the msututlon,
ialfhough the ongmal cause of it.
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) This consists in rearing stately fabrics to the honour of )
. God, the glory of our country, and the welfare of the pub. -
lic: and as we in that must observe the strictest order ana - " -
¢ regularity in- the course of the wotk, so we must in the
N ‘otl}er dct upon the square,.and frame our behaviour to the . - - -
good of society, the honour of our order, and the credit of ., e
~ every individual ; as the more a building is ornamented with
" ingenious devices, the more it redounds to the honour of
the workman, so here, the more accomplishments men
possess, the higher they will rise in the estimation of their
brethren. Among them every art and science is alternately
treated ; it forms within itself a living encyclopadia, where
every one adorns his subject with the most instructive . "
lessons. ‘Itis to_be hoped that the Masonic will in time -
thoroughly agree with the social part. We already behold '
the living graves of society (convents) in a great degree
abolished ; and may they ever continue so! T am sure,
no Free Mason wishes the craft-to erect another, under the - )
mask of religious retirement, for ever to exclude a human -
being from the social intercourse of civilized life. In re- ' |
“counting the many stately edifices raised by architectural =~ .~
skill, we admire, we stand astonished at the art, but when JUERS
, reflection weighs in the scales of reason the various ends :
. “for which they were founded, we admire the work, but de-
i test the purposes of it. The temples, which locked up the
. vestal virgins, have now few votaries, and we indulge the
- pleasing hope that in future ‘ages there will be no such an
order as the inquisition ever re-established. ,
These sentiments, we presume, are not hostile to Free, _
Masons, who glow with the love as well as the peace of -
mankind. * Their influence by the aid of an honourable bro-
-ther,* has already wrested the fetters from the ancles of the
galled African, after the toils of a tedious but weak oppe-

* Wilberforce, M. P.
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w m, We feel the most glowmg pleasure at thus addres-- .
my- these sentiments to our brethren, as we daily feel the

“truth of the observation: * That in every nationr a Mason
may find a friend, in every climate he may find a home.”

It is proper here to premise, that Masonry, in its ancient
‘nistory, is used in a sense equivalent to the liberal sciences, ,
but particularly geometry ; upon this assumption the éarly A
Masonic history dates the commiencement of the Masomc ﬁ
institution with the beginning of lime, and begins its hnstory
‘with the work of creation. o

All things necessary for man’s felicity were perfected by

' the Grand Architect of the universe according to geometry,*

" That Adam, our great progenitor, was ignorant of the -~
principles of geometry can hardly be supposed, for after’
his expulsion from the garden of Eden, he built an habita-
tion for himself and family, and no doubt instructed his
descendants in that’ noble science, and its application to
whatsoever crafts were convenient for those early times.:

.Cain with lis family and adherents being - pre-instructed -
in the principles of geometry and architecture, built a strong 7
city and called it, Dedicate or Consecrate, after the name :

- of his eldest son Enoch, whose race following his example
smproved themselves, not only in geometry and masonry,
but made discoveries of several other useful arts.

. 'The descendants of Seth came nothing behind those of .
Cain, in the cultivation of geometry and masonry. This

, patriarch greatly profited in those noble sciences, under the-

' tuition of Adam, with whom he lived till the year of the
world 930, and succeeded him in the direction of the eraft;
who, as a monument of his superior abilities, and love to:~

- posterity, foreseeing the universal desolation which wb'uld”;
happen by fire or water, and deprive mankind of those arts -

i

_ ¢ See John Entick’s work. published under the sanction of the Grand -
Lndge in London, England, in 1756, and Anderson, 1723,
= om
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and sciences at that time emstmg, raised two plllars of stoney ‘
" and inscribed thereon an abridgment of tLe arts and sciences,

“overthrow of the flood, which Josephus the historian in-
forms us was to be seen in his time, in the land of Sznad,
~ by the name of Seth’s or Enoch’s pillars.
_ Methuselah, with his son Lamech and grandson Noah,
L 'rye,t.xred from the corrupt world, and in their own peculiar
. family preservéd the religion of the promised Messiah pure,
[-and also the art of masonry till the flood. -
A "The ark was built on principles of geometry Noahand
" his family, besides a number of all created beings, were
saved from the general deluge; he and his four sons are,
therefore, the progenitors of the present race of mankind.
From the Sacred Writings we learn, that Noah and his
sons, being all of one languége and speech, it came to pass
" as they journeyed from the Easf to the West, they found
" aplain in the land of Shinar, and dwelt there together as
_Noachidae or sons of Noah, the first-name of Masons, and
" under which name many brethren are known in France up
to the present day.
 In following that great luminary of the eraft, the Holy
Bible, we find the tower of Babel is built, and before its
entire completion, by the will of the Divine Architect, the
- language of the builders is confounded and the people dis:
- persed,— all which shows that, afier the dispersion, they still
‘carried with them the knawledge of masonry, and improved
it to a great degree of perfection.
- Nimrod or Belus, the son of Cush, the eldest son of
. Ham, and founder of the Babylonian Monarchy, kept pos-
session of the plain, and founded the first great empire at
* Bubylon.
* From Shinar the science and the art were carried to dis-
-/ tant paris of the world, notwithstanding the confusion of
the dialects, and which is presumed to having given rise to

" particularly geometry or masonry, in order to withstand ‘the”
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the universal practice of conversing without speaking, and" "
ommunications between Masons by tokens or signs. " .
‘Mizraim, the second son of Ham, carried to, and pre- o
~gerved in Egypt the original skill, and cultivated the arts, "
monuments of which are still extant in that country undet i
the name of Pyramids, which are, and have been, the uni’
versal admiration of succeeding ages. The. successors of ..
Mizraim, who were. styled the sons of ancient kingé'eh-’“ ;
couraged the art, down to the last of their race, the leamed
King Amasis.
Tt is presumed that the offspring of Shem propagated the '_A
science as far as China and Japan. '
Abraham, born two years after the death of Noah, had
" learned the science, before the Grand Architect of the unis
verse called him to travel from Ur of the Chaldees. He
communicated it to the Canaanites, for which they honoured g
him as a prince.- S
Isaac, Ishmael, and Jacob no doubt were taught the
science by their progenifor. Joseph was also well in-
structed by his father, for Seripture informs us he excelled = -
the Egyptians in knowledge, and was installed by Pharaoh
. himself as a ruler over the people.
1t is well known, and needs no comment here, that Mcl"
chizedeck is recognised amongst us as one of the mos?
venerable patrons of the order. .
That the Israelites practlsed masonry-in Egypt is a wel.\
authenticated fact from the Bible. We read «they were .
trained up” to ‘the. building of two cities with stone and
brick for the Egyptians, and undoubtedly was the demgn
of the Most High, to make them expert masons before. -
they should possess the promised land.
In their peregrinations through the wilderness after theu :
" .eingular delivery of Egyptian bondage, on their voyage to-
the land which was promised they should possess for an-
inheritanre for ever, God was pleased to inspire Moses, and,
gave L the dee'alogue whxch can be summed up m thosa
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_two doctrines, Honour God and love thy neighbour, (and
'.in what society are those two precepts better exemplified:

than among Masons.) When Moses, after a sojourn of -
‘forty days on Mount Sinai, came down with the laws, he
" entered into his tent. Aaron his brother, who afterwards

became high priest, came to visit him, and Moses acquainted

him with the laws he had received from God with the ex-
~ planation of them. After this Aagen placed himself at the
right hand of Moses, and Eleazar and Ithamar (sons of
~kAaron) were admitted, to whom Moses repeated what he had
‘said to Aaron. Moses afterwards declared the same over
to- the Elders of the Sanhedrim composed of seventy mem-
.bers, after which instruction he reduced the law to writing,
- except the explanations; these he thought sufficient to
" commit and entrust to their memories, with instructions to
-teach them to their children and their offspring. He also
-ordered the more skilful to meet him as in a lodge or
tabérnacle, and gave them wise charges and regulations,
from which they should not deviate.
Joshua, the faithful follower of Moses, succeeded him, with
Caleb and Eleazer the high priest,and Phineas his deputy.
After the conquest and settlement of the promised land,
the Israelites made further progress in the study of geome-

- try and architecture, having many expert artists.

The city of Tyre or Tsor was built by a great body ol

Sidonian masons from Gabala, under a grand master and a
“number of  princes.
- In after times, Ahibal, king of Tyre, repaired and beau-
" tified that city, and so did- his son Hiram, being also a
“'mason. He became one of the principal architects of that

stupendous edifice which has been and always will remain
> -the admiration of the world, viz. Solomon’s temple.
Having traced Masonry thus far, I will reserve to its
* proper place the commencement, building, and completion
of that edlﬁce, from which, with more accuracv wo trami
‘our orlgm. o




GPINION OF MODERN WKITERS.

Free Masonry denotes a system of mysteries and se.
~rets peculiar to free and acc'epted Masons. The origin of
ns history is no doubt ancient, as I have attempted, and 1
trust successfully, to show in the foregoing pages, although
[ have no authentic source from which to date its com-
mencement, or wha; could have been the reason for the

~formation of a society under the title of Masous, in prefer-
) ence to any other mechanical profession; from the fore-

going pages, and also from Dr. Henry’s history, we find
the origin of the order attributed to the difficulty in ancient
times of procuring a sufficient number of expert workmen

to build the multitude of churches, abbeys and other religi- .
ous edifices, Hence, the Masons were greatly favoured by -
the Popes, who granted them many privileges, in'order to -
.encourage the arts and augment their numbers. In those

times it is néedless to say, that such encouragement from

the heads of the church must have been of great benefit to

the fraternity. In confirmation of which, Dr. Henry quotes-
the following : * The Italians, with some Greek refugees, )

-also some French, Geraans, and Flemish, joined into a

fraternity of architects ; they styled themselves Free Ma-

- song, and travelled from one nation to another, as they found .
-edifices to be built. They had regular rules and regula-

tions among themselves, fixing their residence in a-camp
near the place where they were employed. A Snrveyor

_governed in chief; every tenth man was called a Warden,

whose duty was to overlook the other nine. 'The gentles
~men in the neighbourhood, out of regard for. their excel-
”l,iem conduct and- skill, and the laudable ob]e'cl they h
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view in building such edifices, or, perhaps, out of chanty . -
gr penance, gave the materials, Those who have seen' the’
accounts in records of the charge of the fabrics of some of
the cathedrals many centufies old, cannot but have a great
esteem for their economy, and admire how soon they
. erected such lofty structures,
By other accounts, the antiquity of the order is carrled
_ farther, even as far back as the building of Solomon’s tem-
ple. In Great Britain, the introduction of the order has
been fixed by some at the year 674, A. C., when glass:
_making was invented, as old records prove that many Gothic
buildings were erected by men in companies, who styled
themselves free, aud who were governed by their own laws
and regulatid/ns. While others are of opinion that the in-
stitution of the order is derived from a combination of peo-
ple who agreed not to work without an advance of their
wages. 'This is presumed to have been the case in the.
“reign of Edward the Third, who directed the sheriffs to -
assist in’ rebuilding and enlarging the castles, as also the -
church and chapel of St. George, at Windsor. At this
" lime, it is said, Masons agreed on certain tokens to
know each other by, and to prevent being impressed, nor )
to work unless free, and on such terms as they grEed on:
between themselves. .
As already premised, the origin of Masonry is traced
from the creation. Brother Preston, in his treatise on the .
.order, published in 1792, says, ** Ever since symmetry
began, and harmony displayed its charms, our. ordér hvas
had a being.” He also supposes its introduction in Eng-
fand prior to the Roman invasion. This presumption is

~stre1.gtllenéd by the existence of the remains of some stu- = -

penduus works executed by the Britons, much earlier even
_than the timne of the Romans, which display considerable . .
mgenuity. So that there remains not a shadow of doubt -

of the existenoe of the order at that early peribd. The -
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) l'nuds, at that time, also, had many customs similar to
k- those of the Masons, and, it is said, derived their govern-
,mentof Pythagoras. Although, at the present day, we cannot
exaetly trace any resemblance either: to the rules or usages -
" of Masenry. _ ’
 ‘Caesar and many other Roman: generals encouraged the '
order, and were appointed Governors of Britain ;- and

o a]though we know that at this period the members of the

order were employed in building many magnificent build-
ings, nothing can be found on record concernmg theis
"lodges and assemblies. :
Carausius, a Roman general, patromzed the fraternity,
" and encouraged learning. He also collected the best arti-
ficers ‘from many countries, particularly Masons. He ap
pointed Albanus, his steward, the principal superintendent ~
of their meetings. Under his government, lodges began to
.~ be inirodueed, and the business of Masonry regularly carried
“.on. They obtained, through the influence of Albanus, a
charter from Carausius to hold a general council, at which
- Albanus presided and made many new members. " This
Albanas was the celebrated St. Albans, the first martyr in
Britain for the Christian faith, ‘
The progress of Masonry was unfortunately interrupted
.by the departure of the Romans from Britain, owing to the
furious irruptions of the Scots and Picts, which left no time.
for the cultivation of the arts, and afierwards through the
ignorance of the Saxons, whom the Britons had called in
as_allies, but- who soon became their masters.” After the
“introduction of Christianity, the arts received encourage-
‘ment, and Masonry, as a natural consequence, began w
~dlourish. '
In the year 557, A; C., St. Austin with a numoer
- of monks, among whom the arts had been preserved, camwe
10 England. By these the principles of Christianity we=e
pi;(_)p_agated with such zeal, that a number of Kings w
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‘converted. St. Austin then became the patron of the vider :
and by the aid of foreigners .introduced the Gothic style of -
building. He appeared at the head of the fraternity in .
founding the old Cathedral of Canterbury, in the year 600 ;
that of Rochester in 602 ; St. Paul’s, in London, in 604 ;
St. Peter’s, in Westminster, ' in 605; as well as many
others. ’

In 640, a few expert brethren arrived from France, and
formed themselves into a lodge under the direction of Ben-
net, Abbotof Wirral; whom Kenred, King of Mercia, ap-
pointed Inspector of Lodges and Superintendant of Masons.
Under the patronage of St. Swithin, in 856, whom Ethel
wolf employed to repair some churches, the order improved ;
when in the year 872 they found a great protector in Alfiad

_the Great, who patronized the arts; appropriating cne
seventh part of his revenue for maintaining a numbes of
workmen whom he employed in repairing the ruins caused
'by the Danes. He was succeeded by Edward. Masons
then held their lodges under the sanction of Ethred, hus
band to the king’s sister, and Ethelward, his brother, to
whom the care of the fraternity was entrusted. The latter
founded the university of Cambridge.

The positive establishment of the order in Engiaiid, can
be traced to King Athelstane, in the year 926. There 15~
still extant a lodge of Masons in York, who trace their ex-
istence from this period, and which is the most ancient
lodge in England. This lodge was founded by Edwin, '

- the king’s brother, who obtained a charter from Athelstane,

aud became Grand Master himself. By virtue of thai
charter all Masons in the kingdom were assembled, and for
the first time a Grand Lodge was established for their
future government. Under its patrenage ihe fraternity ina
creased. Kings, Princes, and nobles, who had been. initia* '
ted into its'mysteries, paid due allegiance to the assembly.

Hence originated the appellation of Ancient York' Masons,
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ahl\ough the-general tradition is that the first Grand Lodge

~ was held at Auldby, pear York ; ; and as Auldby was a‘seat

of Edwin, this tradition gives confirmation of the above
account.

After the death of Athelstane, the Masons were dis--

persed, and remained in an unsettled state till 960, A, C.,

~in the reign of Edgar. St. Dunstan then encouraged
. Ahem, which partially revived their lodges. However, in

10